
One of my favorite creatures on the planet is the Pelican.  I fell in love with the bird as a teenager spending time on the beach with friends and family to see this noble creature glide the surf line gracefully or plunge into the ocean with eye catching sloppy fierce force to catch dinner, was truly a gift.  I had been to ocean many times before I was a teenager and can not recall ever seeing the bird.  I did not think about this much until college, I attributed to this to the notion that I was too young to notice or just could not remember, but come to find out the Pelican, the one one that lives in the Gulf of Mexico, at least, was not always there or if it were it the sightings were quite sparse.  What had caused their decline was a pesticide known as DDT.  


The effects of DDT did not directly effect the bird, DDT effected the food chain by infecting first the plankton then the fish and then the pelicans.  As you know we are very connected species tied to each other on many levels.  Come to find out I witnessed this birds full come back and has since been taken off of the endangered species list.


So why talk about the pelican today why spend time on this bird what does it have to do with our readings today?  Some of you may have heard and if you haven’t already been reminded today by the news or radio, I will be glad to remind you that it is day 54 of the gulf oil crisis and we are finding out new information every day, mostly bad negligent information about BP’s or our governments relationship with oil companies.  The event that started tragically by taking 11 lives because of human or technological error is now spewing an incomprehensible amount of oil into our ocean.  While I stare at the TV, watching this broken well flow continuously and listen to people ramble about who is to blame and who should clean up the mess, I can not help to feel very removed from the situation.  Nothing has really changed around me, I can still get gas at will, the prices have not seemed to change all that much, live seems to just go on, although I know something is changing.


In the Samuel reading today David seems very unmoved by his actions, he has sent one of his finest soldiers a death warrant by giving him an order to go and fight at the front line. When he gets news that, Uriah has died in battle he takes Bathsheba already pregnant with his child as one of his many wives.  Clearly, David maybe out of entitlement, as king, does not feel his actions are connected with the people to whom he is leading. In that sense I guess it is good to be king you take what you want, when you want and the outcome does not really change for you.  You could say David was a bit disconnected from his people and his purpose as king.  While looking at the  Gospel for a moment much like David, Simon, a pharisee, seems to be a bit disconnected as well.  Simon a Pharisee seems displeased with this unnamed women at Jesus feet. In fact it is pretty fair to say that Simon does not see her as a person, he only views her in lieu of her sin.  He lets her judgment of her become the totality of who she is in his mind.  The truth is the we are pretty good at disconnecting from one another and judging each other to rationalize our actions.  Part of the human condition seems to be the ability to separate ourselves from one another and convince ourselves that we have little or no impact upon one another and that someone else is most likely to blame. 



 While my heart goes out to the families of the people who lost their lives on the rig and to all the people who are losing their livelihood, but it is the pictures of pelicans covered in oil and surrounded by oil that connects me to the current situation in the gulf. Partly because it is one of my most cherished creatures but also for the myth behind the pelican and its symbol to serve as a reminder of our Christian Narrative, that brings me in and helps me to realize that we are a connected people.   While in seminary, I learned that this bird, the pelican that I had the pleasure seeing its redemption through the actions of people , is in fact an Icon of redemption itself for the Christian Church.  In some ancient cultures this large bird was known to kill and resurrect its young. It is seen as a bird that would train its young with strict punishment and then bring it back to life.  In mid-evil society people took notice of how attentive the pelican was to her young and it is said to even pluck its own breast to provide food for its, offspring, thus becoming a symbol for the sacrifice Jesus made for the world.  We have no living proof that the pelican actually does plucks its breast to feed its young.  Yet the pelican remains a symbol, that contains in it the story of the Eucharist and the reminder of self sacrifice that we are to try and live out. 


From our Samuel and our Gospel reading today both of the writers use “story” as an import way in which to help the characters become aware of their actions.  In the Samuel, Nathan used a parable about a King that had fallen back on his word, and through this David could see that he was, “The man in the story”.   The writer of Luke does something amazing with Jesus’ actions immediately following the story he shares with Simon. Jesus essentially turns, puts his hands on her, looks at Simon and says, Do you see this Woman?   As if to say, this women in your house, is more than her sin and has a role as one of Gods chosen people.  Simon and David were lost and God breaks in with story to help them find the point. John Muir would once said, “When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds attached to it the rest of the world.” Story very similar to this brings us together and reminds us that we are attached and impact each other, but what is powerful and moving about stories is that they move us temporally into another world, to give us a critical or keen eye of how our relationships effect one another.  It begs for the WHY question.  It shows us the essence of our connectedness, while pointing at the thing that is getting in the way of our relationships with each other, creation and God. God uses Nathan and his storytelling skills to get through to David and redirect him.  Antonio Rocha is a famous storyteller and mime and he says this about the power of story "Storytelling is the thread which is woven deep in our lives, our conscious, our humanity. It has the power to bring understanding amongst the peoples of the world. Tell and listen." 


So can we do it for a moment with our current Gulf Coast Crisis.  Can we step back and think what does this mean?  If you were to put language to a broken gushing well deep below the surface of the sea; what would it be saying, as it approaches the people who need it?  And what are the characters awaiting it arrival saying to one another, to the well, and to the future generations that will inhabit the land?  What will this story sound like and what point does it serve?  Now let me be clear hear, my theology is not one that is trying to say that God caused this tragedy, we know for sure that this tragedy was a technological or human error. So in giving voice to the oil in the ocean, is not a voice of vengeance to God’s people, I repeat I do not believe God caused this accident, but it seems futile to NOT look critically upon what this oil means for us and for our future generations, and maybe story is a helpful tool for this task of connecting us to this tragedy.


I don’t need to ramble on about our need for oil or how much we love our cars, nor do I need to speak to much length about the comforts that oil allow us.  But as a Christian body of people lets not let this lesson get away.  Nathan shows David his fault as King of God’s people and Jesus challenges Simon’s world view, of how he sees other people.  In both of these readings the characters are called upon to make change and sacrifice, which leads to transformation by listening to a story.  This oil spill has proven to be, a hard road, and to make true change is going to take a large amount of energy and time, and as I listen to the fighting and watch the finger pointing, I cannot seem to feel that we are indeed disconnected from a situation that has a story in which its most profound characters are not participating with. As we have read today in our scriptures the first steps in change is listening with a humble hearts and minds and through that kind of listening, through Holy Listening we can begin to see the changes that the Holy Spirit is guiding us to make.  



In many ways when we worship we are doing Holy listening. We enter this space as a gathered people many of share and or listen to each others life event from the week before, we listen to prayers together, we listen to song together, we hear God’s word, We confess our broken lives and absolve our broken lives, and we finish with a meal that reminds us that we are indeed God’s chosen people and the world has been redeemed by the sacrifice of the lamb, Jesus on the cross. The last Stained glass piece that many of us see as we go back to our pews or out of the church is the Pelican in her Piety which is located in the center of the rose window. This pelican is a symbol and reminder of the Sacrifice that Jesus made for the whole world.  

Thomas Aquinas wrote this about the pelican: Oh Long Pelican, O Jesu lord! Unclean I am but cleanse me in thy blood of which a single drip, for sinners spilt can purge the entire WORLD from its guilt.”  

Let this image remind us that we are a redeemed people who have action in this world and also remind us to move to strive to make sacrifice and change.  I challenge you to look upon a devastating  picture from the oil spill or to listen to someones story from this disaster and meditate upon it and to do the spiritual listening and be open the the guidance of the holy spirit to be a part of the the change that needs to happen. Amen

