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Adult Christian Formation  2014 –2015
As we prepare for our fall programming at St. Paul’s I want to tell you about a very exciting 
new initiative for Adult Christian Formation. Instead of having 5 different adult offerings, 
we are going to reduce it to two. We will continue to have our Newcomer’s Class in order 
to help integrate new people into the life of faith and this community. We are going to ask 
everyone else, adults of all ages, to join us for one Adult Forum in the Parish Hall. We are 
excited about the purpose and content of this class and think it will help us all grow in our 
life of faith. 

The heart of the Christian life is a question of identity: “Who am I?” This question quickly 
becomes a series of questions. Who am I? To whom do I belong? How do I know? Which 
people and which cultural forces try to answer these questions for me?

The Adult Forum for 2014-2015 is going to try and address these foundation identity 
questions. We will start with a theological conversation that tries to articulate the question 
well. Then we will identify the people and cultural forces that try to inform who we are and 
measure those against what the Bible says, what the Church says, and what is considered 
holy and healthy behaviors in the world.  As one can imagine, the responses will span the 
life issues of all people. It will include our possessions, our families, our bodies, our habits, 
our hopes, our fears and our faith. Each class will include a thoughtful presentation as well 
as time for discussion. We will have a strong slate of teachers, some who are members 
of St. Paul’s, some from outside the parish. All of our well-beloved adult teachers will be 
included. A booklet will be available in August outlining the classes and the teachers.  We 
will enhance our Sunday morning conversations with practical workshops on Wednesday 
evenings once a month.

Please accept this as a personal invitation to participate in this effort. By making a 
commitment to your own spiritual growth, it will strengthen your service to Christ. It is my 
hope that we will fill the Parish Hall every Sunday!

Fr. Chuck



Newcomers Ministry Training
On Saturday August 16, from 10:00 to 2:00 in the Parish 
Hall, Amma Erin Jean will lead a parish-wide training to 
help enhance how St. Paul’s engages with its newcomers 
ministry!  The training focuses around inviting others to 
church, welcoming them into our church, and connecting 
them to the life of the church.  The training involves going 
through a check list, as well as an assessment of how we 
currently invite, welcome, and connect.  The training also 
gives us time to imagine how we can enhance what we 
currently offer, as well as time to look at what some other 
churches have done to invite, welcome, and connect.
Again, this training will be held August 16 from 10 to 2 
in  St. Paul’s Parish Hall, with lunch provided.  RSVP to  
Amma Erin Jean at rev.erinjean@gmail.com.  If you  
need childcare, please contact Erin Busby at erin@
stpaulswaco.org.  Thank you for your love and dedication 
to this church!

Episcopal Student Center-Waco Fall Program!
1712 S. 10th St.                

Sundays @ 6PM -- Dinner & Eucharist 
Tuesdays @ 6PM -- Dinner, Study, & Prayer

Waco’s Episcopal Student Center is a welcoming 
community of education, liturgy, and fellowship for all 
college students.  People of all beliefs and doubts are 
welcome to learn without feeling judgment; this is a 
place for spiritual inquiry and curiosity.  Liturgy is how 
we pray, and how we worship.  Together we are fed - 
intellectually, literally, and theologically - regardless of 

race, gender, or sexuality.
This Fall at the Episcopal Student Center, we will be gathering together twice 
a week for dinner, fellowship, study, and prayer.  On Sundays, we will gather 
at 6:00 at the ESC for dinner followed by Eucharist.  On Tuesdays, we will meet 
at the ESC for our study of faith and poverty.  In this series, we will welcome 
guests from a variety of ministries in Waco, including Mission Waco, Texas 
Hunger Initiative, Restoration Haven, Talitha Koum, and World Hunger Relief.  
When we have guests, they will have dinner with us and talk with us about how 
their organizations help serve the poor.  This will be a jumping off point for a 
discussion of what it means to be a Christian who is called to serve the poor.  
When we don’t have guests, we will study passages of scripture together so 
that while we are learning more about local organizations, we are also learning 
more about what scripture tells us about how to be in Christlike relationships 
with those in poverty.  College students are invited to meet at the ESC at 6:00 
every Tuesday for this thought provoking study.  Following the study we will 
worship through a short Lutheran prayer service in our All Saints chapel.
As a part of our study of poverty, we will be partnering with St. Matthew 
Lutheran to do a day with a Habitat Build.  Additionally, we will partner with 
Mission Waco by participating in their Other Side of Waco bus tour, through 
leading worship at their homeless shelter, and by participating in their Poverty 
Simulation.  These are some of the hands on ways in which we will take our 
study out into the world and live into our faith.
If you have any questions or comments about the Episcopal Student Center-
Waco ministry, please contact The Rev. Erin Jean Warde at rev.erinjean@
gmail.com.  
Facebook: EpiscopalStudentCenterWaco
Instagram: ESCWACO          

Make It Official!
It has come to our attention that we have several 
individuals and families who are worshipping 
regularly with us but are not on any of our “lists”. 
This makes it difficult for us to reach out and 
welcome you, as well as tell you about fun and 
important things that are going on in our common 
life. It might be helpful to describe the several 
ways you can make your participation at St. Paul’s 
“official”. 
1. Simply send Jill Hively, our Membership Secretary, 
an email at jill@stpaulswaco.org. She will add you 
to a list of people we contact about upcoming 
events and invite to newcomers activities. Don’t 
worry, this doesn’t mean you have “joined” the 
church yet. It simply means we can communicate 
with you. She can also add your email to the list so 
you can receive our Thursday Email, which is full 
of information about life at St. Paul’s. 
2. If you are new to town and are already a member 
of an Episcopal Church we can write for your “Letter 
of Transfer” and make you a member of St. Paul’s. 
3. Attend the Newcomer’s Class in the fall. This 
class introduces people to the Christian Faith, the 
Episcopal Church and to St. Paul’s. It also prepares 
those who are interested for Baptism and/or 
Confirmation, which would make them “members” 
of the parish. 
We are very glad you are all here. Please help us 
make you feel welcome!
Fr. Chuck

Young Families Gathering 
Summer means many things to people. For children, it means more time 
to play, to cool off with watermelon and ice cream treats, to hang out with 
friends, and the thing I remember most, a later bedtime. 
St. Paul’s Church is offering young families an opportunity to meet  
at  St. Paul’s where children can play together, a chance for parents to hang 
out with others, and support one another in our vocation as parents, and 
husband and wife (and maybe even stretch their bedtime.)
If you have a young child, please plan to attend our first Young Families 
Gathering on Wednesday, August 20th, from 6:00 until 7:30 in the Courtyard 
and in the Parish Hall. Youth volunteers will play with children in the Courtyard, 
and then we will all enjoy a family–friendly meal together in the Parish Hall. 
Please RSVP to Lisa@stpaulswaco.org. 



Church Calendar  August 10 – August 23, 2014
WEEK OF AUGUST 10,  2014

Sunday, August 10, 9th Sunday after Pentecost (RCL) 
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28  Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b
Romans 10:5-15  Matthew 14:22-33

Altar Flowers 
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in   
thanksgiving for our children, grandchildren and godchildren 
by Pinky and Fred Bostwick.

Altar Guild

   8:00    A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite I 
   8:15    A.M. 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
   9:00  A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Baptism & Children’s  
  Chapel
   9:30    A.M. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
 10:10    A.M. Coffee Hour
 11:00    A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite I & Children’s Chapel
 12:30     P.M. Singles Lunch (1424 on Washington)
   4:30     P.M. Jr. EYC (Youth Center)
   5:30     P.M. All EYC Dinner (Youth Center)
   6:00     P.M. Sr. EYC (Youth Center)
Monday, August 11, 2014
    9:00     A.M. Meals & Wheels volunteers
Tuesday, August 12, 2014
    9:00    A.M. Final Youth Breakfast (Café Cappuccino)
 11:00      A.M. Connections Luncheon (Great Hall)
     The Rev. Sharron Cox, guest speaker
Wednesday, August 13, 2014
   6:30    A.M. Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
    9:00     A.M. Meals & Wheels volunteers
   5:30     P.M. Wednesday Worship-Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
     Jeremy Taylor, Bishop of Down, Connor, and   
    Dromore, 1667
Thursday, August 14, 2014
      EYC Wellness Event (TBD)
  12:00 P.M. Outreach Meeting (Library)
  12:00     P.M. Centering Prayer (Chapel)
Friday, August 15, 2014
 10:30      A.M. Meals & Wheels at Sr. Ministry
Saturday, August 16, 2014
 10:00   A.M. Newcomer’s Training until 2pm (Parish Hall)

      WEEK OF AUGUST 17, 2014 

Sunday, August 17, 10th Sunday after Pentecost (RCL) 
Genesis 45:1-15  Psalm 133
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  Matthew 15:(10-20), 21-28

Altar Flowers 
The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of  Ed Keeling, Abby & Edwarad Keeling, CHris Keeling, 
Lollie & Lee Glosgow, and Tom Whitt by Joan Keeling.

Altar Guild

   8:00    A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite I 
   8:15    A.M. 9:00 Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
   9:00  A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Blessing of the   
  Backpacks & Children’s Chapel
   9:30    A.M. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
 10:10    A.M. Coffee Hour
 11:00    A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite I, Blessing of the   
     Backpacks & Children’s Chapel
 12:30     P.M. Singles Lunch (Portofino’s on Austin)
   3:00       P.M. St. Catherine’s Guild (McAlister’s, Waco Dr.)
      Joint EYC Pool Party (Davis’ home)
Monday, August 18, 2014
   9:00    A.M. Meals & Wheels volunteers
 12:00    P.M. Tidings Deadline (covers 9/7-9/20)
Tuesday, August 19, 2014
   5:15    P.M. St. Paul’s Vestry (Parlor)
Wednesday, August 20, 2014
    6:30    A.M. Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
    9:00    A.M. Meals & Wheels volunteers
    5:30     P.M. Wednesday Worship-Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
      Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, 1153
   6:00     P.M. Young Families Gathering (TBD)
Thursday, August 21, 2014
    12:00   P.M. Centering Prayer (Chapel)
Friday, August 22, 2014
 10:30      A.M. Meals & Wheels Sr. Ministry

Connections Luncheon
Tuesday, August 12, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Great Hall
Guest Speaker, The Rev. Sharron Cox

Mark your calendar for another amazing Rally Day at  
St. Paul’s!  Join us in the Parish Hall on Sunday, August 
24th from 10:00 to 10:45!  During 
this time there will be food and 
drink available, and we are bringing 
back Rally Day as a Ministry Fair!  
Leaders of the ministries in our 
church will be available to talk to 
you about ministries that you may 
have never heard of or that you may 
have always been curious about!  
This is a fun time for the whole family, and we want you to 
be there!  At 10:45 we will all join in the courtyard for our 
annual Parish Picture, so you won’t want to miss out!  If you 
are a head of a particular ministry or want to help out with 
this event please contact Jan Hicks at jhicks1959@gmail.com  
or 254.733.9032.

SAVE THE DATES: 
August 17  Blessing of the Backpacks
August 20, 6-7:30   Young Families Gathering
October 3-5      Men’s Retreat  
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Sunday Worship Schedule
 8:00  A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite I
 9:00  A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite II
10:10  A.M. Christian Formation For All Ages (Sunday School)
11:00  A.M. Holy Eucharist Rite I

For all ministry submissions (25-50 words 
max.), contact Joanna in the church 
office, 753-4501, joanna@stpaulswaco.
org. Please email Joanna if you would like 
to receive the Tidings e-newsletter (PDF). 
Next Deadline: Noon, Monday, August 4, 2014
(covers August 24-September 6, 2014)

Notes from St. Paul’s Treasurer
Dear fellow St. Paul parishioners:
The calendar year is half over and summer is upon us with trips out of 
town to family, friends, and fun.  I do want you to keep your church family 
in mind even though you are out of town on Sunday. Please know we will 
be here for you when you come home and that we need your continued 
year-round support too. The Vestry has budgeted your stewardship of 
our church and for this facility, the staff, and programs to stay in budget, 
we need you to keep the pledges you made. Have a great summer and 
I will see you in church!
Phil Reeder, Treasurer
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Thank You
Dear St. Paul’s Family, 
I am still quite overwhelmed by the “pounding” I received on July 13th!  
It was such a tangible demonstration of hospitality, of unconditional and 
abundant love - it was love “running over” (Luke 6:38) into my lap and 
cupboard!  What I loved most was the variety of everyone’s gifts which 
reflects the creative love God has for all of us!
Thank you, thank you! 
Deacon Sharron

Blessing of the Backpacks Is a Ritual for All Ages
Join St. Paul’s for the simple yet meaningful way to 
welcome the new 2014 school year with the Blessing 
of the Backpacks on Sunday, August 17th.  The children 
and adults are encouraged to bring their backpacks, 
book bags, sports bags, music cases and diaper bags to 
church at both the 9:00 and 11:00 services and leave 
them in the Narthex. As the children return to the Nave 
from Children’s Chapel the backpacks are picked up and 
brought to the Chancel steps for a blessing.
ALL parishioners are invited to bring school supplies to 
donate to Indian Springs Middle School. Support our 
newest outreach and help our neighbors have the tools 
that they need for the new school year.


