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What a glorious night this is!  Through our liturgies over the past week, beginning with Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, we retraced Jesus’ journey through the events that followed, leading up to His eventual death on the Cross.  
On Thursday, as if we had witnessed it first-hand, we remembered the night that Jesus had a final meal with his disciples.  We imagined the scene as He stooped down on to the floor to wash the feet of those who for 3 years had addressed Him as Lord, for 3 years as He prepared them to continue teaching and proclaiming the saving Grace of God.  It was at this meal that one of His very own followers communicated his intention to give Jesus over to the authorities who sought to kill Jesus.  Later that night, we gazed into the moonlit night to the place where soldiers interrupted Jesus as He was fervently praying.  Jesus prayed that God might spare Him from the fate that awaited Him, should God will to do so, while, at the same time, He prayed that God’s will be done, no matter what sacrifices may await. Those same soldiers arrested Jesus and turned Him over to the governing officials, who at the insistence of a hate-filled mob, beat Jesus and turned Him over to be executed.

Finally, yesterday, we once again rehearsed the painful steps that Jesus took to the place where He would be killed, His body battered and weakened, straining under the weight of a heavy wooden cross as He trudged through a gauntlet of taunts and insults from the crowd of spectators that lined His path.  We could almost hear the sorrowful weeping of Jesus’ mother as she witnessed the horror of her son’s torture and agonizingly awaited His final breath.

What a glorious night this is!  For tonight we have the joy of accompanying Jesus’ mother and the other women as they go to His tomb, and instead of finding a lifeless body, they are greeted by two angelic figures who tell them that Jesus is not there – Jesus has risen.


Alleluia, Christ is risen!  
PEOPLE:  The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!

This also is a glorious night because we welcomed 4 persons into Christ’s body, the Church, through Holy Baptism.  And each of us renewed our own Baptismal Covenants, and reaffirmed the promises made at our Baptisms and Confirmations.


In his letter to the Romans, the apostle Paul writes of Baptism and its significance in light of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.


Paul begins with a rather odd question: “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?”  I’ve always considered Baptism to be an event of great joy and great expectation, so what is Paul talking about when he writes that we’ve been baptized into Jesus’ death?  He even goes on to say that we have been buried with Jesus by baptism into death.  We have to go back to the Gospels to understand Paul’s connection between baptism and death.

In chapter 10 of Mark’s gospel, the disciples James and John asked Jesus to allow them to sit on His right hand and His left hand in His glory.  Jesus responded by asking them if they are able to be baptized with the baptism that He was baptized with.  Jesus was referring to the suffering and death that He faced.

And in Luke’s gospel, Jesus again uses baptism as a metaphor for His anticipated condemnation when He says to His disciples: “I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed!”


Of course, we know the great and glorious outcome of Jesus’ baptism, His death.  We know that the glorious outcome of Jesus’ baptism is resurrection to new life, to new life in God.


The way Paul sees it, “…if we have been united with [Jesus] in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.”  It’s this marvelous uniting of ourselves with Christ that causes Paul to state that we are baptized into Jesus’ death.  This union is so powerful that from our baptisms onward, that which is true of our Savior is true of us, we are in Christ.  It should indeed follow, then, that once baptized into Christ’s Church our lives are characterized by the resurrection, and our lives are also characterized by the cross.  Just as Jesus’ baptism allowed Him to be dead to sin and alive to God, so, too, our baptisms make us dead to sin and alive to God.

And that is the crucial essence of the sacrament of Baptism.  But what exactly does it mean to be dead to sin and alive to God?  Paul writes that we are no longer slaves to sin because we have died with Christ, and anyone who has died is freed from sin.  Well, that makes sense.  But our bodies are still alive; our bodies are still working, playing, living in a world of temptation, and we remain fully able at any time to make sinful choices.  I believe that what Paul is saying is not that once we’re baptized we become incapable of sinning.  I believe that Paul wants us to understand that now that we live in the same resurrected status as Christ, Himself, we are to behave accordingly.  As Paul might state it: “Being dead to sin is accomplished only as a result of being alive to God.”  In other words, focusing our thoughts, our decisions, and our actions upon God, we may be freed from sinful thoughts, sinful decisions, and sinful actions.  And this is possible because that while we do live in a world sin, we also live in a world of grace.

So Baptism is so much more than an act of declaring our belief in God and pledging our allegiance to Christian ethics.  Baptism is meant to transform us.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ was not simply about Jesus regaining life in His body.  Jesus’ death and resurrection, His Baptism, was a transformation of the entire world for all time.  By being united in Christ’s death and resurrection in Baptism, we, too,  are called to such a glorious transformation.  

To those who may argue with Paul that sin and death are still as powerful as ever, Paul may reply that perhaps they had not considered the seriousness of their baptisms.  Baptism is indeed a serious matter.  Just think of the promises we made a few minutes ago.


We promise to live as apostles’ of Christ and to be spiritually nourished by Christ’s body and blood and to respond to God’s desire for a relationship with us through prayer.  We promise to resist sinful temptation and to ask God’s forgiveness with contrite hearts when we do sin.  Our Baptisms require that we promise to speak of the mercy and goodness of God given to us through Christ and to pattern our lives to reflect that same mercy and goodness.  We promise that we will look for the presence of Christ in every single person, even that person that we would most like to be rid of, and then to love each person every bit as much as we love ourselves, doing what’s best for them even when it may not be best for ourselves.  That promise goes hand-in-hand with the promise we make to work for justice and peace and to respect the dignity of all human beings.

These promises are not easy keep; they’re not meant to be, for they represent death, death to sin that we might be alive in God.  Because these promises are so hard for us to keep, we respond to each question with the words: “I will, with God’s help.”


What a glorious night this is!  A great transformation has taken place.  A tomb where a lifeless body was once laid has been found empty, and now new life in God has begun.  I’m not talking about the story in the Gospel.  I’m talking about the transformation that has taken place within each  one of us; I’m talking about a transformation that has taken place inside of Hunter, Annabelle, Neleh, and Ben, inside all of us, that makes us dead to sin and alive to God, for we have indeed been baptized into the death and resurrection of Christ.  Having been resurrected, you and you and you and I, too, are now nothing less than Christ to this world.  The Light of Christ now burns and shines within us, and we have promised to allow that light to consume us so that we may glow as brilliant messengers of God’s goodness.  Yes, we have been resurrected from death and made fully alive to God.

Alleluia, Christ is risen!
PEOPLE:  The Lord is risen, indeed, alleluia!

Alleluia, we are risen with Christ!
PEOPLE:  We are risen with Christ, indeed, alleluia!

Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share together in his eternal priesthood.
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