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One of my college roommates considered himself to be a lady’s man. Danny dated girls he met in class or walking across campus. He went out with girls he met at mixers and at clubs.  This guy even dated sorority sisters from the same sorority – and got away with it. But as the foolishness of youth began to fade away, Danny settled down to dating one special girl that he would later marry. In fact, after they had been together for a while, Danny shocked us all by giving his sweetheart his fraternity pin. Danny and Sandy were pinned.

Of course the fraternity rituals ensued. Sandy was brought to dinner at the fraternity house where all of the guys sang the fraternity sweetheart song. With the fraternity house located on the banks of the LSU Lakes, the next step after dinner was to take Danny into the backyard where he would remove his shirt and lie on the ground. While this is going on, all of the leftovers from dinner, including ice-tea and other beverages are poured into a large pot and stirred into a medley of colorful delight to be poured over Danny, covering him from head to toe. Of course, it would be unkind to leave Danny in this mess, and so the crowd gathered him up and carried him to the dock where he was heaved into the lake to wash him of the unholy soup.  Sandy watched bravely, moved by her boyfriend’s devotion to her that he would endure such humiliation (and nausea) for the girl that he loved. As all new sweethearts did, Sandy wrapped a towel around Danny as he emerged from the lake to uproarious applause.

And there, as Danny cleared the creamed corn from his ears and plucked off the rice that was stuck to his face, my Cajun friend, Rooster Trosclair shook his head and smiled. And then with a look of quiet wisdom on his face, Rooster said, “I can’t believe that Danny got pinned. I never thought it would happen, but I knew it was only a matter of time.” I had to think about that for a minute: “I never thought it would happen, but I knew it was a matter of time”? I’m not sure how that works, but apparently Rooster expected something that he never expected.

The Old Testament and the Gospel lessons selected for today are very closely linked with one another. In Micah we hear of a prophesy that a savior will be sent by God, and in Luke’s Gospel we are given the story of the fulfillment of the prophesy.

In the preceding chapters, Micah speaks of God’s people being defeated in the present and attaining triumph in the future. The time in which Micah is writing is a time of suffering for Israel, a situation that may get worse before it gets better. Micah’s intention is to point out to the people of Israel that they should not lose hope and to remind them that defeat leads to triumph. So Micah tells of God’s intention to send a new ruler “whose origin is from old.” 
In the second book of Samuel, the Lord makes a covenant with King David that his throne shall be established forever. And we know from the first book of Samuel that David was an Ephramite from Bethlehem. Micah’s prophesy reaches back 300 years to God’s covenant with David and names Bethlehem of Ephrathah as the place that will send forth the new ruler that will save Israel. The connection with David is highlighted further in Micah’s likening this new ruler to a shepherd who “shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord.” You see, David tended his father’s sheep as a shepherd and then tended to a different flock comprised of the people of Israel as a king.  The lesson from Micah may be viewed as a bridge that connects the story of God’s covenant with David to Luke’s account of the fulfillment of this covenant.
The gospel tells us that after the angel Gabriel told Mary that she was to carry and give birth to the Son of God, Mary went to visit Elizabeth who is also pregnant by the Lord’s intervention. But before Mary entered Elizabeth’s field of vision, before Mary could even say a single word about the angel’s visit, Elizabeth was made aware through the Holy Spirit that Mary was blessed by God to be the mother of the savior of the world. Elizabeth exclaims, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?” Even the baby that was growing in Elizabeth’s womb leaped with joy, recognizing that God’s promise to send a savior to Israel was finally being fulfilled. The next words that Elizabeth utters tells something extremely important about Mary’s character.
Elizabeth says, “And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by her Lord.” Mary did not leave her visit with the angel thinking that she would wait until her second trimester before she would believe that she was pregnant with God’s Son. Elizabeth’s statement speaks of the incredible faith that Mary has in God. And it seems to me that she must have lived all along with a constant awareness of her own faith, certain that God would fulfill his covenant with David. I suspect that her faith was always in front of her and was a part of who she was. Why else would she have understood and accepted the news that the angel Gabriel brought to her?
And then we hear Mary’s response to Elizabeth in her song of praise known as the Magnificat, in which she extols her unwavering faith in God and in God’s promise. Mary’s words harken back to the promises that have been made to Israel over many centuries. Her being chosen by God illustrates God’s promise to lift up the lowly, and in doing so, God has “scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.” God “…has brought down the powerful from their thrones…and has filled the hungry with good things” while sending “the rich away empty.”
And even though Mary has lived the life of one considered to be lowly, she finds the wonderful audacity to say that “the Mighty One has done great things for” her. The Might One has done great things for her? A peasant girl who now would be subject to ridicule for being pregnant out of wedlock, an offense that might actually lead to her death? She was betrothed to Joseph who also surely would be faced with humiliation, and how was Mary to explain all of this to him?
The Mighty One has done great things for her? Yes, the Mighty One has indeed done great things for Mary. You see, by the strength of her ever-present faith, Mary was able to see that God’s redeeming work was not somewhere off in the future; she saw God’s redeeming work as something taking place in the present time.  She did not wait to see if the baby in her womb was boy. She didn’t wait to see how this baby would grow up, if he or she would rule God’s people with mercy and justice. By her faith in the words of an angel, Mary is already speaking in the past tense. She does not say that the Mighty One will do great things; she says that Mighty One has done great things.
I wonder how many of us can truly say that we see God’s redeeming work all around us, all the time. We profess that we have faith, but is the faith we profess active and real in our present time. Is our faith simply linked to the hereafter when we hope to attain the everlasting life that’s offered to us through Jesus?

I’ll confess that I spend too much time and energy averting difficulties, sometimes even averting disasters. I wonder how tragic life’s inevitable challenges would feel if our faith was grounded in the moments of our day rather than in some future time that we have no way to predict. What would it be like to have a constant awareness in God’s redeeming work like Mary did when she faced untold hardship while singing praise to God for all of the great things that God had done for her. It would be good to ask ourselves if we could sing our praise to God in the midst of a recession or during an illness or when we simply had a fender-bender or a lousy day.
It would be contrary to our belief in God as our redeemer to act as though faith is a thing we profess only when things go our way. It’s like the grumbling employee who is convinced that she or he will not get a raise, and when the raise does materialize to say, “I knew I’d get raise.” Or the person who pouts when no one remembers his or her birthday and acts as though he all along suspected the surprise party that his loved ones gave him or her. We cannot claim to have the true faith of Mary if we believe that God’s redemption is not taking place right now. Claiming that God does great things for us only when things go our way would be like the words of my friend Rooster Trosclair who said, “I never thought it would happen, but I knew it was just a matter of time.”
The Mighty One has done great things for me.

Say it with me: The Mighty One has done great things for me.

That’s right, the Mighty One has done great things for you, and you, and me, and holy – holy is God’s name.
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