
The Rev.
Samantha R.E. Smith
Rector-elect

To the good people and friends of St. Paul’s, Waco,

It is one of the greatest honors of my life to accept the call to serve as your next rector. When 
I left Waco many years ago, I never dreamed that I would one day call it home, again. And now, 
after much prayer and conversation, after much laughter and hope, and after what I know has 
been true, honest, spiritual discernment, the Spirit of God has blessed me and my family - my 
husband, Austin, our daughter, Ruth, and our beagle, Seaborn - with a call to come home to 
you.

St. Paul’s is a storied parish, rich in history and tradition. It has stood as a faithful pillar of 
Christ’s love in the heart of town for generations and generations of Wacoans and visitors 
alike. The sanctuary itself is steeped in prayer, which I could feel deeply even during my…
sparse…attendance as a college student. The people of St. Paul’s I have grown to know and 
love have shown the truest measures of Christ’s hospitality and kindness, and I am certain that 
is only a small measure of the holy and sacred treasures being brought to bear in the life of 
your community. 

It has been a challenging time for the Church, but the Church has seen challenging times 
before. She will see challenging times again. We know that challenge, strife, and even death, 
do not have the last word for us, though. And so St. Paul’s stands at the precipice of a new 
expression of life, joy, and thanksgiving. My family and I are so excited to join all of you as we 
begin to write the next chapters of St. Paul’s story. I hope that as we move forward together, 
we carry with us all the best parts of our traditions and history. I hope that tradition and history 
help us look ahead with hope and courage. St. Paul’s is a church firmly grounded in faith, 
community, and worship, and I believe that foundation is what will help us grow into what God 
calls us to next. 

I send you my prayers and my love as we wade through this time of transition, and I wait 
eagerly for our ministry together to begin. May God’s blessings be known and felt as you find 
your way back together in these next months, and may we all know the abundance of God’s 
grace and love.



Dear Friends in Christ,

On behalf of my colleagues on the Vestry, I take 
pleasure in welcoming the Rev. Samantha R.E. 
Smith as the next rector of St. Paul’s. On Rev. Sam’s 
call visit to Waco she met with the Vestry, along 
with our clergy and lay staff, and everyone agreed 
that her desire to build on the great heritage of 
St. Paul’s, coupled with her energy and insight, 
will make for a bright future of our parish as we 
emerge from the pandemic and move forward in 
unity and confidence. She knows Waco well and is 
delighted to be back, and there could not be a better 
beginning than that for her service among us. I’m 
sure that you will all be just as impressed with her 
imagination and articulateness as we on the Vestry 
have been. Please greet her with all the kindness for 
which the people of St. Paul’s are rightly known!

With thanks,
David
Senior Warden

Reverend Samantha R. E. Smith Called to St. Paul’s 
Boyce Brown, Search Committee Chair
With unanimous recommendation from the St. 
Paul’s Rector Search Committee, the Vestry has 
called Reverend Smith to become our next Rector.  
 
The search committee engaged in deep discernment 
of the Parish Profile and Holy Cow Survey. 
Collectively, we believe Christ is calling us to heal 
through a pivot toward engaging young families, 
building meaningful relationships, and integrating 
church into the post COVID virtual world. Special 
emphasis was given to spiritual inspiration, strategic 
leadership, and vision for growing the church with 
ministry outreach. 
 
Reverend “Sam” is a unique leader for this new 
calling. She comes to us from St. Mark’s in Houston, 
which operates a successful 465 student elementary 
school. She has been with St. Mark’s for four years. 
She was instrumental in leading a year long strategic 
planning process, culminating with a five year facility 
plan. She lead the COVID stewardship campaign 
with above goal results, as well as crafting Hurricane 
Harvey and COVID community relief efforts. She 
has been deeply involved in all facets of St. Mark’s 
including design of their virtual offerings, formation, 
youth programs, budgeting, school liaison, 
teaching, preaching, volunteer engagement, and 
was instrumental in transitioning the vestry from a 
pastoral to a program model design. She is a person 
of high integrity, high energy, and vision. She is also 
a quiet authentic person, who is eager to listen and 
build relationships.

Reverend Sam attended the Virginia Theological 
Seminary, where she was president of the student 
body and co-authored with the Dean two books 
- Faith Rules & Lectionary Levity. Working with 
Missional Voices, she crafted a national gathering 
to explore entrepreneurial and innovative church 
practices. She represents our diocese as a preaching 
mentor for Backstory Preaching, serves on 
the Remuneration Sub-Committee of the Executive 
Board, as well as the Liturgical Planning Team for 
diocese events, and will serve as a Deputy for 
our Diocese to the General Convention in 2022. 
Previously, she has served on the Bishop’s Taskforce 
on Vocation. 
 
Sam and her husband Austin have one daughter, 
Ruth. They plan to be deeply engaged in St. Paul’s 
School. At Camp Capers of the Episcopal Diocese 
of West Texas, she hired 45 councilors to lead 1000 
campers in a variety of daily programing. She has 
great vision for our youth, building family through 
ministry outreach and through our school. She 
enjoys strong local roots from her time at Baylor 
University (B.S.Ed, 2009) where she lettered in 
tennis. She has family in Waco, and is looking 
forward to a long-term commitment to our parish 
family. 
 
We are excited to welcome the Smiths! 
 
The search committee was appointed by the Vestry, 
and included a diverse group of 14 laity volunteers, 
6 of which were current or former Senior and Junior 
Wardens. Eleven candidates surfaced, three were 
interviewed and, two were interviewed extensively. 
In total, the committee engaged in 200 volunteer 
hours of interviewing, not including even more 
time preparing for and downloading from the visits. 
Interviews with the Smiths included both a Waco 
and on-site Houston weekend. Your Vestry and 
search committee have worked hard for Christ and 
our church family, from designing and studying 
the Holy Cow Survey, to crafting the Parish Profile, 
appointing a search nominating committee, and the 
search committee work itself. We offer a big “Thank 
You” to all involved, for their leadership, for stepping 
up whenever asked, and for putting their very best 
into the search and calling process. 
 
We also offer a special “Thank You” to our church 
family, who have been particularly patient during 
a very difficult year. Christ has positioned us for a 
very exciting future, and has called a very engaging 
Rector to lead us forward.


